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REQUIREMENTS FOR 2-DWELLING UNITS 
  
 

This sheet is intended to show code requirements for converting a single family 
dwelling to a two family dwelling unit.  
Obtain a building permit before starting construction.  
  
  
 

1.  Zoning, R-10, HM, CA, and RT allow two unit and row houses.  RM allows row houses only. 
  
2.  Two exits from basement are required.  An egress window counts as one. 
  
3.  Off street parking is required.  Two spaces per unit. 
  
4.  Stairway rise and run, max is 7' 3/4" rise, min 10" tread run. 
  
5.  Minimum of 6'8" stairway head room, 36" width and a handrail 
  
6.  Ceiling heights, minimum of 7'. 
  
7.  Minimum room sizes, (per Building Code) one room of not less than 120 SF, other habitable rooms except for kitchens cannot be less 
     than 70 SF, and no room can have a width of less than 7'. 
  
8.  Natural light from windows 8% of floor area per room or mechanical and artificial lighting exceptions may be applicable. 
  
9.  Egress windows in sleeping rooms, 44" sill height, net free openable are of 5.7 SF, minimum width of 20", minimum height of 24", 
     window well equal to window width and minimum of 36" out from window, ladder required if more than 44" below grade. 
  
10.  Electrical, circuits and outlets per City Electrical code. 
  
11.  100 amp service each with two meters, tenants must have access to panels. 
  
12.  Separate heating systems if forced air, single hot water system OK with separate zone controls.   
  
13.  One hour construction separating living units. 
  
14.  Smoke detectors as per code. 
  
NON-CONFORMING DUPLEX LOSE OF STATUS 
 1.  Unit not rented for 6 months. 
  
2.  Owner requests change of status.   
  
3.  Extensive damage; less than 50% of assessed value. 
  
4.  If properly zoned it can be rebuilt to current code. 
  
REQUESTING A CHANGE IN STATUS 
1.  Contact water department requesting billing change. 
  
2.  An inspector must inspect the property and determine its use. 
  
3.  A Certificate of Occupancy is issued for the dwelling. 
  
4.  The Certificate of Occupancy is filed, copies are forwarded to the City Water Department and to the City Assessing Department.  
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